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Resident directors add dogs to campus
OZZIE AND OAKLEY
NEW RESIDENT DOGS

obstacle in our hiring process

Julia Fehr and Dustin

where we would routinely have

Groen are two residents of Fern

great candidates in our candidate

and Coly that love having the

ASHLEY JARAMILLO
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

pool who would pull out of our

two fluffy pups.

process when they learned we

Northwestern has two fluffy
pets on campus this year, Ozzy
and

Oakley.

Ozzy

belongs

to Brian Follett, the resident
director of Colenbrander Hall,
and Oakley belongs to Natalie
Wheeler, the resident director of
Fern Smith Hall.
However, these are not
the first dogs NW has had on
campus. NW has allowed RDs to
have dogs in the residence halls
since 2015, when a Hospers Hall
RD had a dog named Porter, and
last year, the Colenbrander Hall
RD had a husky named Odin.
“We adopted our RD pet policy
back in 2014 primarily because
it was becoming a recruitment
and

retention

issue

since

virtually every other college
and university allowed for their
RDs to have a pet,” Director of
Resident Life Marlon Haverdink
said.

“It

was

becoming

an

didn’t allow for pets.”

“My first response when I
found out there was going to be

Once the issue of having

a dog with my RD was being so

candidates pull out from being

excited because who doesn’t love

a

initiated

a little puppy,” Fehr said. “I had

stakeholders

dogs at home, so it just made it

RD,

Haverdink

meetings

with

at NW, and soon after the pet

feel more like home!”

policy was in put into effect. This

“My first reaction was that

policy has been an extremely

Ozzy is one of the cutest things

positive change for the campus

in the world, so I was super

atmosphere. Not only has it

excited to find out he’d be

helped

and

living right down the hall from

retaining great RDs, but the

me,” Groen said. “Having Ozzy

dogs have also assisted the RDs

around is the best, he’s super fun

in connecting with students that

to play with and he provides a

would not be possible before.

decent amount of entertainment

with

recruiting

“Many students have benefited
emotionally by the time spent

whenever we hang out in Brian’s
apartment.”

with our RD dogs,” Haverdink

Brian and his wife Madison

said. “Anyone who has had a dog

were more than thrilled when

knows how loving a dog can be

they found out they could have

and how positive of an effect

a dog. With wanting a dog

they can have on someone’s

years prior, they jumped on

well-being, it is amazing for our

the opportunity as soon as they

campus to have access to these

moved onto campus.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

great dogs.”

PHOTO BY: JADEYN VELTKAMP AND PHOTO SUBMITTED
Resident Director Natlie Wheeler poses with Oakley Fern, and the Follet
family with Ozzy.

Sophomores experience first “normal” year
CHAPEL, CAFETERIA,
AND COMMUNITY
RACHEL SMART
ENGLISH TEACHING

Freshman

year

challenge

for

Students

struggle

homesickness,
out

their

is

a

everyone.
with

figuring

major

and

finding new friends. In

placed upon new students.

the

midst

and meeting more people.”

global

Since Northwestern has

these

things

been able to return to

the

and

more normalcy, this year’s

about how mask wearing,

social

additional challenges are

sophomores are grateful

while

canceling

for the change. In some

necessary, hindered their

campus events like dances

ways,

freshmen experience.

and Steggy Keggy made

are

exacerbated,

the

2021-2022

same

realizations

important

and

In addition to masking,
Jillian Simon notes that
distancing
many

and
annual

“I learned this year that

their freshmen year as now

we take emotions cues

friends.

She

they are finally able to get

from other people’s facial

that

a

the full NW experience.

expressions,

struggled to make friends

of

differences

the

so

making

it difficult to make new
for

biggest

social bonds with masks

outside

from

of

laments
while

her

she

soccer

this

is many times harder than

team. Fortunately, many

year’s sophomores is the

without,” Gideon Fynaardt

students were eventually

removal of the common

explained.

able to find their places on

space mask mandate.
“[Wearing

year,

students

campus socially, and this

mask]

are feeling much more

year all SAC and dorm

adjusted and able to live

events are back.

Amber Post said. “I know

in community with each

everyone tried their best

other.

really

a

This

impersonal,”

felt

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Shega Heitritter, a sophomore at NW, sits in a class donning a mask with the rest of her
classmates.

Other students shared

school year is a repeat of

One

INSIDE

without wearing a mask.”

a

pandemic,

of

“I get excited because
we’re

able

to

do

stuff

to make sure the freshmen

“The best part of this

felt welcomed, but it was

year has been spending

Steggy

really weird coming to

time

and

Loats said. “And I know

a new place and never

having

freedom

it’s weird to look forward

getting to hang out with

to hang out with more

to Coly Christmas, but I’m

more than six people in

people,”

looking forward to it.”

a dorm room or walk to

said. “I’m looking forward

my community bathroom

to doing more of the same
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Houndmouth leaves their listeners hopeful
UP TO PAR WITH
OTHER ALBUMS
MISAEL BRUZZONE
ECONOMICS
Houndmouth’s
fourth
studio effort is a very
welcome return to form
from the folk inspired indie
rock band. Matt Myers and
the rest of the gang are back
with deep-cutting songs
that carry all the emotional
weight of their indie roots
with easy-going guitar riffs
and instrumentals.
After a lackluster and
poorly
received
third
album, which was paired
with the departure of
former band member Katie
Toupin, “Good For You” is a
reassurance that Myers and
the rest of the band still got
it.
While their third record,
“Golden Age”, came across
as an identity crisis lacking
in confidence and substance,
“Good For You” presents
itself in a completely
opposite
manner.
The
record feels like the band is
back in a comfortable zone
without being complacent.
Reminiscent of their first
two records, “Good For

You” is in a sense more
laid back while retaining
all its charm and displaying
growth and maturity.
The
records
is
instrumentally less involved
than
previous
records.
Electric guitars and their
blues rock inspired sound
take a backseat as most
of the record is built on
rhythms and riffs from
acoustic guitars. Turning
towards more folk inspired
sounds, Myers’s voice is the
real main instrument of
most of the album. Overall,
the tone of the album is
melancholic and nostalgic
without necessarily being
slow or somber. Close to a
feel-good soundscape, songs
like the title track “Good
For You” and “McKenzie”
display a more mature
approach to lyricism and
thematic exploration.
Myers seems to have
left behind more colorful
and questionable lyrics
present in other records-and
plaguing their last recordfor more serious and clever
lines in “Good For You.”
The storytelling in their
songs remains, however, up
to par with their previous
output. Most songs tell

interesting and compelling
stories in the vein of Bruce
Springsteen and traditional
folk songs. The toned back
instrumentation gives way
for an increased focus in the
lyrics and themes, like in the
song “Ohio.” Thematically,
the record’s main focus is on
the past. Myers spends time
recalling past relationships
and events long gone. This
contributes to the calm
nostalgic feeling of the
album, as most songs deal
with events and people of
the past.
However, the record is not
without flaws. A couple of
songs on the album have an
indisputable feel of padding
or filler. “Good For You”
is not a particularly long
album to begin with, but
coupled with the songs that
do not seem to add much to
finished product, the record
at times feels like an extended
EP rather than a full length
record. On the other hand,
the best parts of the record
fail to reach the heights
seized by their past efforts.
Songs like “Las Vegas” and
“Miracle Mile” are probably
the highlights of the record,
simply because they capture
the magic of their first two

COURTESY OF HOUNDMOUTH.COM

records better than other
songs. While this should
not detract from the record
in a vacuum, it does point
towards how meaningful the
loss of Toupin was as a band
member after she decided to
start a solo career.
While “Good For You” is
far being from perfect, it feels
like more than just a return
to form. It feels like a step

toward the right direction.
Although
Houndmouth
might be headed toward
the right path this does not
mean they are completely
in the clear. Nonetheless,
the future looks bright for
the band. Instrumentally,
the record is toned down
but not subdued. While still
charming and moving, the
instrumentals place a bigger

focus on the lyrics than
ever before. Thankfully,
Myers delivers in the lyrical
department.
Overall, the record is a
great effort. The songs are
heartfelt and compelling.
While not perfect, “Good
For You” should leave
listeners hopeful of what the
band has yet to come.

Obscure comics brought to the big screen at last
MOVIE REVIEW

STEPPING BACK
TOO FAR
MADELYNN HARRE
ENGLISH TEACHING

“Eternals” is the new
installment into Marvel’s
universe. This cast of
characters are ten eternal
beings who defend the
human race against an alien
species called the Deviants,
on the orders of a Celestial
named Arishem. Each of
the Eternals have a special
ability, including speed,
flight, laser vision, healing,
mind control, strength
and illusion among other
abilities as well. The team
has spent their time
helping to shape and guide
the human civilizations
throughout history.
Having exhausted the
original plotlines, it seems
like Marvel is diving deep
into the comic archives to
gain new story lines and
characters that haven’t
been touched on yet.
Though the main events
in this movie happen after
“Avengers:
Endgame,”
in the same timeline, it
seems like a whole new

universe with completely
unknown characters.
Consequently, the plot
of the movie dragged a bit.
It was overwhelmed by
the stuffy amount of story
building and character
development, which goes
to further show that the
writers are starting to
stretch for material.
Though the movie is set
after “Endgame,” the writer
and director, Chloé Zhao,
decided to show many
points in history where the
Eternals were interacting
with the humans. The
audience gets to see ancient
Babylonia, Mesopotamia,
Tenochtitlan and even
the atomic aftermath on
Hiroshima as the Eternals
visit these places through
their time protecting earth
from the Deviants.
The
cinematography
was
beautifully
done
throughout the movie,
as well. The fight scenes
between the Eternals and
the Deviants were epic and
almost live up to the Marvel
precedent from previous
movies. The ethereal animal
forms of the Deviants were
rendered with clarity and
meaning, even when the

fighting intensified.
The awe-inspiring wide
shots of historical places,
such as the ancient city of
Babylon with the Hanging
Gardens, were well crafted
and placed in the movie.
They were brought to
life with such detail and
historical attention that it
almost made up for the
slow reveal of the actual
plot line.
The cast of this movie
is evidence of Marvel’s
previous success as it is
chock full of big names.
As there are ten main
characters, it is hard to
pick which ones stood
out the most in the movie
throughout, as the actors
were all on equal playing
field with one another as far
as talent was concerned.
Director Zhao casted
Gemma Chan as Sersi,
best known for her role
as Astrid in “Crazy Rich
Asians” and other British
movies or TV shows.
She gives her character
Sersi the soft depth that is
required of someone who
can love a human race as
unconditionally as she
does, especially when it is
evident that they witness

all the great wars in history.
Chan gave the audience
a standout performance
and added a new level of
empathy and compassion
to the Marvel universe.
Richard Madden, as
Ikaris, is another example of
great characterization. He is
known for his roles in “Game
of Thrones” and in the live
action “Cinderella” remake
as the prince. Ikaris is the
most powerful, strength
wise, of the Eternals and
Madden plays this soft giant
well. Madden’s character
does not immediately see
all the potential and beauty
contained in humans, he
is more of a bigger picture,
practical and logical thinker,
which subtly contrasts
against Chan’s Sersi.
Not all the actors in this
movie are big names. One
newer face to the screen
is Lia McHugh, who is
another Eternal named
Sprite. McHugh has played
supporting roles before,
but she now gets to be one
of the leads. Her character
is a conflicted and moody
teenager, with some of the
wisdom that comes with
being an Eternal, but she
is stuck in a teen’s body.

COURTESY OF THE MOVIE DATABASE

McHugh’s performance
as Sprite is dynamic and
breathes some new life
into the weathered actors
who are on screen with
her, like Angelina Jolie
and Salma Hayek.
Overall,
“Eternals”
is a feat worth a watch
from
the
beautiful
cinematography
to
the well tested actors’

performances. Marvel
needed to step back
a bit from crushingly
fast plots, as they
needed time to develop
characters that are not as
familiar as the beloved
big six from Avengers.
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Dordt prof has a soft spot for NW art department
UNCONVENTIONAL
INSPIRATION
PAIGE GINGER
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
There is a new art exhibit
being displayed in the art
building these past couple
weeks. The work was created
by the artist, Matt Drissell,
a professor of arts at Dordt
University. He has lived in
Sioux Center for 13 years,
and despite the fact that he
teaches at Dordt, he is quite
fond of Northwestern and
the art building. On top of
this, he is good friends with
the majority of the art faculty
here. So, for Matt it seemed
quite natural to display his
work here.
Before moving to the area,
Drissell has lived in a variety
of places like Chicago, New
York City and Milwaukee. He
majored in art and went on to
also receive his masters.
The exhibit is entitled
“Residue” and features two
different collections that
have some distinct overlaps

between the two. One
collection is a series of houses
that line the neighborhood
where he lives in Sioux
Center. Along with these
houses is a row of walnut
trees. As the walnuts fall off of
the trees and cars drive over
them, they make a popping
sound. This was the inspiration
for many of the pieces. He
decided to lay watercolor paper
down and use his minivan to
drive over walnuts and the
paper. The results that you
can see on the paper are the
spots. He then goes and draws
the houses on the pages with
homemade walnut ink. The
collection is entitled “Domestic
Disturbance” because of
how things have changed
and been shaped overtime
in his neighborhood.
The second collection
adds a little more context to
the first collection. They are
all political ads that he layers
on other images he finds to
create the final product. He
draws the crows that are
present in the pieces on an
iPad, adds in actual pictures
that he has taken of walnuts
and adds in the houses as

well. All the elements that
are seen are things that
Drissell saw on a regular
basis in his neighborhood.
The second collection
is entitled “The Flock.”
Combined, they create the
illustration that what can
be seen is often only surface
level and that more lies
beyond it, especially in light
of the current politically
divided time both locally
and nationally.
Using walnuts to create
art was not something new
for Drissell. He first started
working with them back in
2013 and left many of the
created works sitting around.
That was until he finally
found the desire to finish
the work and display it when
he was asked to display his
works at NW’s gallery.
When asked what he wants
viewers to get out of his work,
he said that he wants them to
get out of it whatever they
would like. He leaves it up
to the eye of the beholder to
decipher what they would
like to see.
He would be happy if other
artists saw his works as an

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
Matt Drissell hopes to ins[ire other artists through his work with unconventional mediums.

opportunity to practice with
other materials that might
not typically be seen as art
material. Especially when you
link the place and context to
the art, adding more meaning

to the art in the process.
Drissell has a website with
his work displayed. The best
way to see the work is to make
your way to the art building
before Dec. 10, when the

exhibit ends. Take a study
break and go experience the
art created by a local artist
and maybe even find a little
inspiration of your own.

Heritage and Jazz present an effervescent performance
NO TWO ARE ALIKE
JACKSON PAGANINI
ACTUARIAL SCIENCE

The music department is hosting a
concert this Friday, Nov. 12 at 7:30 p.m.
This concert will feature the prominent
ensembles of the Jazz Band and Heritage
Singers. The concert will be the Heritage
Singers’ second and final performance for
the academic year.
The Heritage Singers will sing three
emotive pieces. The first is “Liebeslieder
Waltzer (Love Song Waltzes)” by Johannes
Brahms. Brahms is referred to as one
of the “three Bs” of classical music with
Johann Sebastian Bach and Ludwig van
Beethoven.

This German piece will feature fourhand piano accompaniment by Dr. Juyeon
Kang and Janelle Phinney.
“My favorite song out of ‘Liebeslieder
Waltzer’ is Am Donaustrande,” said senior
baritone DJ Nibbelink. “There is a girl who
is locked away from this man in a house
along the Donau river. The bases sing the
character of a proud man that says, ‘ten
bars cannot keep me from her—I will
break them like glass.’ I find this funny
and endearing to sing as a manly-man
calling out to the world in defiance.”
After this traditional piece comes the
song “Don’t Worry About Me” arranged
for the King’s Singers. Some in the music
world consider this all-male group the
gold standard in A Capella arrangements
and performances.

COURTESY OF ANA DEKRUYTER
Heritage Singers in rehearsal preparing to perform on Friday Nov. 12.

Nibbelink expresses how he sees God
in this piece. “With ‘Don’t Worry About
Me,’ the singers are speaking as a friend
or loved one who is always there for them.
This makes me relate to Jesus as He is
always there for us with that unconditional
love and that feeling of togetherness.”
The Heritage Singers will finish their
singing collection with “Dúlamán,” a song
arranged by composer Desmond Earley of
the University College Dublin. This song
was originally a 1970s Irish working song
sung by Clannad.Many iterations of this
song have made their way into the world
including a version by the group Celtic
Woman. The Heritage Singers will feature
two soloists in “Dúlamán:,” sophomore
alto Naomi Lief and junior fiddle player
Jamie Stoscher.
Katie Struck, junior soprano one,
conveys merriment for the Heritage
Singers’ songs. “There’s quite a bit I enjoy
about these pieces. For the Brahms, I
enjoy the wide range of emotions found
within the music. It really paints a picture

of what it feels like to fall in love and
to be in love. I also absolutely love the
text in ‘Don’t Worry About Me.’ I think
the words will certainly leave a lasting
impression on the audience as they hear
the vulnerable and heartfelt message,”
Struck said. “As for ‘Dúlamán,’ it’s such a
fun piece to sing, and I’m sure it will be
so much fun for the audience as well! The
energy and excitement and overall joy is a
nice contrast from the other pieces, and I
think it will be a nice transition into the
jazz band portion of the concert.”
The concert will close with an
effervescent repertoire of the Jazz Band.
You may hear the same pieces performed
in the past, but the Jazz Band does an
excellent musical tautology of their pieces
and no two performances are alike.
This concert is free to the public and all
are encouraged to come.
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Improv group brings laughs to NW
SPORADIC AND
AMUSING GROUP
KAYLEE BANDSTRA
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Unplanned and entertaining:
Northwestern’s
student-lead
improv group, the Black
V, brings many smiles and
laughs to the campus. The 12
members of the Black V are
varying in grades, majors and
backgrounds However, they
arebound together to have
fun, makeing people laugh and
being a stress reliever among
the students.
Many of the members
decided to join the Black V
because of the relationships
they already had with a
few members of the group.
Members of the Black V for this
year are Jillian Simon, Alyssa
Glanz, Michael Hornback,
Rachel Smart, Jess Nibbelink,
Grace Spencer, Colin “Rex”
Kaemingk, Tabitha Thatcher,
Collin
Verschoor,
Jack
MacGreggor, Gideon Fynaardt,
Rebekah Phifer and manager
Riley Rasmussen.
“I originally wasn’t going
to audition, but a senior
friend of mine on the V
basically roped me into
auditioning,” senior Black V
member Rachel Smart said.
“When I got on, I decided
to join because everyone
seemed so kind and fun, and
they really did seem like a
tight knit family, which every
freshman wants to find their

first semester here.”
The members of the
Black V have common goals
in mind whenever they
perform: have fun and make
people laugh.
“I
think
the
Black
V’s main purpose is to
entertain people,” freshman
Jack Macgregor said. “Keep
them interested, make them
laugh at a one-liner and
make them forget about the
bad in the world.”
The members of the
Black V have unanimously
agreed that being on the V
has helped them grow in
their confidence and has
led them to step out of their
comfort zone.
“One way it has helped me
grow is through my social
skills: I find that it is now
easier for me to approach
and talk to people on campus
now that I have joined the V,”
freshman Collin Verschoor
said. “Another way it has
helped me grow is in my
acting ability. Because I’m
in theater I’ve been able to
take aspects of the V such
as staying in character
into account when I am
performing for shows outside
of the Black V.”
Most of the Black V
members claim that the group
is synonymous with family.
“My favorite memories
come from the V is just
hanging out with each other.
Be it at ‘family dinner’ vamily vinner, if you will

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Black V holds shows in various locations around campus at precarious times.

- to our annual retreats,”
senior Rebekah Phifer said.
“I really like just hanging
out with the V.”
A
shared
favorite
memory of the Black V
has been the most recent
show on Halloween- their
“Valloween” show.
“My favorite memory of
the Black V so far has been
the Halloween show we just
did,” Verschoor said. “I felt
like we were very cohesive

and had a great audience
which just made for a really
great show altogether.”
However, all this fun
interaction between the
Black V and their audiences
would not be possible if not
for Black V manager junior
Riley Rasmussen.
“As vanager, I get the
opportunity to help organize
and communicate with the V,”
Rasmussen said. “Also, I get
the opportunity to connect

with places outside of NW
to coordinate and organize
off-campus
performances!
During shows, I get to write
notes and quotes, as well as
be a part of all the fun!”
Some recent off-campus
opportunities the Black V
performed were an improv
workshop at Unity Christian
High School on Thursday,
Nov. 4 and a murder mystery
show for the Orange City
Fire Department Banquet

on
Monday,
Nov.
8.
Rasmussen is also currently
communicating with out-ofstate locations for the Black
V to perform.
Both students and the
Black V are looking forward
to upcoming performances,
both on and off campus:
a November show, date to
be decided, and an improv
workshop at Sioux Center
Christian on Friday, Dec. 10.

New experiences for sophomores
FROM PAGE 1
Students are also excited
with SAC changes this year
that the new director of
student programs, Lucas
Heiberger,
has
made.
Clayton Brouwer explains
that he felt like student
activities weren’t very well
advertised last year and he
didn’t always know what
was going on.
“I feel like Lucas
always let’s us know ‘Hey,
here’s what’s going on!’”
Brouwer said.
Another change from
last year that sophomores
happily welcome is the
cafeteria returning to selfserving stations every day.
“I love pizza,” Maddie
DenHerder said. “So it’s
really nice that we got the
pizza line and ice cream
machine back.”
Chapel is also back to

its normal location and
attendance policy, but
unlike
upperclassmen,
some of the sophomores
either didn’t mind or are
missing the iAttended app.
“The iAttended routine
became
like
really
normal, especially coming
from fully online high
school,” Brouwer said.
“It didn’t really feel like a
nuisance until I talked to
upperclassmen. Everybody
was so aggressive about it,
and I was like, ‘I’m cool
with it.’”
DenHerder states that
she misses using the
iAttended app.
“It definitely gave me
a visual reason to go to
chapel- because I’m a very
visual person- so, like, I
have to go to chapel so I
can scan my thing.”
She still keeps the app
on her phone as a handy

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
Sophomores are witnessing their first events like Steggy Keggy and Coly Christmas.

visual tracker for her
chapel credits.
All
in
all,
the
sophomores are very glad

to be getting more of a
normal NW experience
this year. Some of them
feel like this year is a repeat

of their first year, while
others felt more confident
coming into their second
year, but they all agree

that life on campus is
much better this year, or as
Fynaardt puts it: “It feels
more colorful this year.”
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Empowerment groups offer more
WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP
& WOMEN IN MINISTRY
CLARA PAHL

PSYCHOLOGY
In 1964, the Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act was established, and women
finally had hope to be respected as men
were. Women knew they could now be
seen in partnership with men, rather
than cowering under their authority.
Unfortunately, laws do not always
function as citizens want them
to. Gender stereotypes were not
drastically changed following the
installation of this act; no men became
suddenly aware of their prejudice
towards women. Few men resolved
to fight for their mothers, sisters and
daughters with every bit of power they
had naturally inherited.
According to the U.S Equal
Employment
Opportunity
Commission, 25% of women are
harassed at work and more than 74%
of those who filed sex discrimination
charges were women.
These numbers are why groups have
formed to fight against the double
standard between men and women—
one of them being Northwestern’s own
Women in Leadership Club.
“We aren’t afraid to acknowledge
the disproportionate advantages that

are out there for men and women,”
Camber Herrig said, a member of the
club’s leadership committee along with
Alyssa Buren and Jillian Simon.
While removing gender gaps in
the workplace is not necessarily the
focus of women on campus, they are
working to dismantle inequality by
initiating conversations.
“Words
like
feminism
and
discussions around gender equality
can often get misunderstood, so we
want to be a tool for people to hear
experiences and learn more about
what gender equality can look like on
campus and in the world,” Buren said.
In the past few semesters,
Women in Leadership has discussed
women’s health, gender gaps in
confidence, negotiating salaries and
interviewing tips.
“We aim to base our topics around
empowering and educating women,
but we also want to create a fun and
safe environment for any necessary
discussion, as well,” Herrig said.
The group hopes to discuss further
topics like gender and hold a selfdefense class.
The club is not the only group
on campus uplifting women in
leadership roles.
For some Christians, women
serving in ministry goes against their
understanding of scripture. A national

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
The Women in Leadership committee is comprised of Alyssa Buren, Jillian Simon, Camber Herrig and is led by

survey of 11,000 congregations
completed by Faith Communities
Today reported that only 1,300 had
ordained leading female pastors.
Dr. Cambria Kaltwasser, assistant
professor of biblical and theological
studies and director of the NW
core, co-chairs Women in Ministry
along with Barb Dewald, associate
dean of Christian formation.
Women in Ministry aims to hold
a series of conversation that are
geared toward encouraging women
and their discernment toward the
call to ministry.

Fluffs of joy on campus
FROM PAGE 1
“I think the guys of Coly
have really liked having
Ozzy around and he brings
some joy to Coly,” Brian
said. “I think the returning
students got used to having
a dog in Coly since there
was one last year, so they
have been welcoming of
Ozzy and give him so
much attention.”
“When I take Ozzy on
walks around campus, he’s
allowed me to meet more
students,” Madison said. “It
makes me smile to see how

much joy he brings to those
he interacts with him. He
really knows how to make
someone’s day with his cute
puppy dog face.”
Along with Brian and
Madison being excited,
Natalie shared the same
reaction when she found out
a dog was a potential option.
“I knew I wanted one and
would love having a little
fur ball around, but I also
had heard so many Fern
women say they missed
their pets and would love to
bring them here to school,”
Wheeler said. “I knew

that wasn’t possible but I
thought I could definitely
help by getting my own
pet so the dorm could have
at least a little puppy time
once in a while!”
Haverdink has so much
fun walking around campus
to see crowds of students
interacting with either
Ozzy or Oakley with pure
joy and smiles. College life
can be intense, so to be able
to have a bit of joy from a
simple interaction with a
dog is a blessing.

PHOTO BY JADEYN VELTKAMP
Lately, Oakley and Ozzy have been learning how to be friends and play together.

“Too often, women with gifts for
teaching God’s word and discipling
others aren’t encouraged and praised
in those areas, which have traditionally
been seen as men’s domain,” Kaltwasser
said. “As women ministers ourselves,
Barb and I are intent on coming
alongside these women by providing a
safe space to discern their calling.”
Last year, Women in Ministry
adjusted to COVID-19 and held less
gatherings. However, they are ready
to return in their full force. Currently,
the club is leading a book club and has
hosted multiple conversations with

guest speakers this semester.
Men and women were created
to be equals. Institutions such as
governments, education on women’s
rights and organizations like Women
in Leadership and Women in Ministry
are steps towards equality.
“God calls women, as God calls men,
to live as those who are befriended by
God in Jesus Christ,” Dr. Kaltwasser
said. “This means that women are
called to use all of their gifts, not
just the ones that our cultural has
traditionally been comfortable with.”

OPINIONS 6
The undeserving black sheep
HOT
TAKES!

(As voiced by you, the students)

Which fast food
fries are the best
and why?
“Chick-fil-a! They are the
Lord’s waffle fries.”

“Culver’s because they are
fluffy.”

“Arby’s because they have
curly fries!”

“Beer battered fries”

Aaron Eckmann
Political Science

It is no secret that Colenbrander Hall
is both the oldest and most controversial
dorm on campus. Its architecture is nearly
able to rival that of ancient Greece in both
beauty and age. The sense of belonging,
fostered inside of its U-shaped design
and communal showers, is the envy of all
dorms. While the campus may be quite
split on whether it should be known as
“scary” or “a blessing,” none can deny that it
has hosted a large sum of the campus’ male
population since its beginning in 1960.
At the start of the year, I caught word of
a rumor that left me speechless. I was told
that Coly was taken off the list of dorms to
be shown during tours. I knew deep down
in my heart that the admissions office
would not make such a grave mistake, so
I brushed it off and went about my day.

Caleb Arnett

Political Science

The opinions expressed in these polls
respresent student preference and is no
way intented to indicate superior qualities
of one choice over another or endorse
certain stereotypes

Be sure to follow the Beacon
on Instagram to vote for next
week’s HOT TAKES!

Why are these numbers important?
Statistically, most male students going on
tours will end up in Coly. Why would you
willingly choose to not show the majority
of prospective students their future home?
Coly may not be the flashiest dorm, but it
didn’t get the title “Incubator of Greatness”
for nothing. If campus wants more great
leaders like Mark DeYounge, Marlon
Haverdink and Michael Simmelink, it
would be a poor decision to steer people
away from Coly.
I have also heard from others that Coly
should also not be shown because it is an
“inaccurate representation of campus.” If
my two roommates who are dedicating
their life to go minister to the unreached of
the world are “not a great representation of
Northwestern,” I’m not sure I want to be a
part of what NW stands for. If you want to
show some truly “stand out” students, feel
free to swing by Coly 107 on campus tours.
If you want to call my room an outlier, is
there not always? If everyone stands out,
no one stands out.
I believe Coly has been dubbed the
“black sheep” of campus far too long. For
how much our dorm has contributed to
campus, I feel it is only right that we are
given our dues until we finally torn down.

Providence, history, and nuance

“Any of them that are not
soggy.”

“Chick-fil-a because waffle
fries are superior.”

Later that day I came across a friend who
worked as an ambassador so I decided I
would run it by him quick. To my dismay,
the rumors were confirmed. The reason
I hear was that admissions would rather
show the other dorms over Coly as they
were pressed for time. I tried to look
at this matter from an understanding
perspective. However, there were a few
facts that make me believe this decision is
completely illogical.
First, we have already established
that Coly is the oldest dorm. It has been
rumored to be close to its destruction
for many years. However, even with Dr.
Parker, on campus it seems no closer to
being made into parking spots for track
(and, I suppose, football) than before.
Even if it comes down within three years,
many prospective students will end up
here in Coly.
Second, if we look at dorm size, Coly is
by far the largest. According to the “creep
book,” there are 190 residents in Coly, 99
in Hospers and 60 in North (talk about
size inefficiency). To build on this, Coly
this year hosts just shy of 100 freshmen, 28
in Hospers and only 19 in North Suites. If
we turn this into percentage of freshman
residents it is 50% for Coly, 28% in Hospers
and 32% in North.

*This essay is based on the book,
“The First Thanksgiving,” by Robert
Tracy McKenzie*
It is November, and Thanksgiving
Day is just around the corner. Millions
of Americans will celebrate the iconic
holiday by gathering around tables
and giving thanks. It’s tradition at its
finest.
But tradition can be deceiving.
Most of us have heard the story of
the Pilgrims. Their courageous escape
from religious oppression in Europe
set the standard for American ideals of
religious devotion and individualism.
Through hard work and toughness,
they were able to survive the brutality
of the wilderness and emerge with
Thanksgiving. Even if you have never
officially heard the stories behind it,
the modern holiday is seeped with
homage to these ideas. Thanksgiving
still represents a time for thankfulness

of God’s providence, both personally
and institutionally.
Now, giving thanks is not bad in
itself; it just lacks nuance.
History is full of nuance, and the
story of Thanksgiving is no different.
In reality, we know very little about
the first Thanksgiving. It certainly did
not happen how contemporary art has
depicted it. The pilgrims were poor;
they faced decimation in the winter
only to struggle to cultivate the land
in the summer. Any meal they would
have consumed would have been
simple and consumed on the ground
without the luxuries of silverware
or any fancy dinnerware. On top of
all that, we only have a note of 115
words in length describing any kind of
celebration in 1621, the year the first
Thanksgiving would have occurred.
This list could go on. The Pilgrims were
a complicated and obscure group that
existed outside their historical box the
modern holiday has put around them.
What we know about the Pilgrims
was largely a construct of a growing
country looking for a unifying
message. Most Thanksgiving stories
appeared after the Civil War and gained
popularity for the holiday’s usefulness
in reinvigorating the American
conscience. Instead of the Pilgrims
themselves establishing key American
ideals, Americans interpreted those
ideals onto the Pilgrims. Folklore of

God’s providence was hyperbolized to
legitimize the United States as God’s
chosen nation, all while the Pilgrim’s
inconvenient flaws were hidden away.
None of this is to say that
Thanksgiving is a false holiday. By
all means, continue to celebrate
Thanksgiving. But do it with
nuance. More than people realize,
Thanksgiving is a holiday of civil
religion. It connects providence with
American virtue, teaching that God
had chosen the Pilgrims to plant the
seeds of a nation. It falsely justifies
American religious consumerism by
comparing it to the strict Calvinism of
the Pilgrims. And most importantly, it
whitewashes the complex interactions
between European settlers and the
Natives.
Obviously, all of these things are
problematic. Providence, by definition,
is outside of human control, including
nations like the United States. God
was with the suffering just as much
as he was in the blessings, and neither
was a divine sign of favoritism (or
lack thereof ). Even their identity as
Christians did not change the Pilgrim’s
destiny, nor does it change ours.
This Thanksgiving, keep an eye out
for these notions of providence. Find
ways to give thanks and celebrate in
ways that embrace the nuance of our
heritage, because Thanksgiving is
worth reinventing.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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Raiders men’s soccer the team to beat

RAIDER SEASON IS
NOT OVER YET
LINDSEY CRAIG
ECOLOGY

Northwestern’s
men’s
soccer team has just secured
the title of GPAC Co-Regular
Season Champions. The
last time the Raiders won
this title was back in 2004
when head coach Dan Swier,
was on the field as a player.
Their rankings have secured
them a bid to the National
Tournament to be held later
this month. The last time the
team attended the national
tournament was in 2007
after winning the GPAC
tournament.
When asked what it was
like to be such an integral
part of both titles, Swier said,

“It is special to be a part of
both conference titles that
Northwestern has won. I
have poured so much of my
life into this program over
the last 20 years, and it is
encouraging to see that we
have remained competitive
even as times have changed.”
Swier also highlighted
some players who have
been key contributors to the
team’s success this season
including: junior goalkeeper
Zeke Foltz who is rated in
the top 10 of goalkeepers
in the NAIA for save
percentages and shut-outs,
sophomore defender Marcel
Lengert, who only conceded
two out of five goals during
a twelve-match span against
the GPAC opponents, junior
midfielder James Bolger,
captain and field general

who scores important goals,
wins important headers
and makes sure the team is
ready to play every match
and senior forward Juan
Mackrey who is the leading
goal-scorer having scored
four game-winning goals so
far this season.
Sophomore
defender,
Adam De Boer, reflected
on the season so far saying,
“The resilience of our squad
is what sets us apart. We
have won eight matches this
season by a single goal, and
that is a testament to our
resilience.”
Bolger echoed the belief
in themselves and their
teammates to find victory
no matter the opponent. He
continued saying their “best
asset we have this season
has been a mix between

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Raider men celebrated their GPAC championship after winning their regular season.

having a constant rate of
interchangeable
players
who add a new element of
defense and attack to the
game, the way anyone who
steps on the field is willing to
burst themselves physically

to help their teammates and
the ability to change between
passing through the middle,
out wide, or in behind.”
After winning the GPAC
quarterfinal in a hard match
against Morningside on Nov.

3, the Raiders advanced to
the semifinals on Nov. 6 and
won earning them a position
in the championship match.
The match will be played
versus Hastings on Thursday,
Nov. 11.

Three Raiders get All-Conference honors in XC GPAC meet
GREAT END TO THE
XC REGULAR SEASON
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS

As the Red Raider men’s and
women’s teams pulled up to
Landsmeer Golf Course on Nov. 6,
they knew that this meet was meant
to be. Clear skies, lots of green and a
big, beautiful sun greeted the runners
on a seemingly perfect, fifty-degree
morning. Lots of excitement, nerves
and anticipation was felt amongst
all runners as the Raiders looked to
host their first GPAC conference meet
during head coach Scott Bahrke’s
tenure at Northwestern.
“I appreciated all the work of
Coach Carrie Krohn and Coach VP.
We worked most of the week getting
the course ready for Saturday, and so

it was a relief when the gun finally
went off for the women’s race,” said
Bahrke.
The women participate in a 5k
which is a little more than 3 miles,
they were fearlessly led by senior
Morgan Marker as the start gun
went off at 10:45 that morning.
She was followed closely behind
by sophomore Katlyn Weise, as the
Raiders looked to get qualifying spots
at NAIA nationals in Vancouver,
WA. Marker ended up crossing
the finish line in ninth place in a
time of 19:25, followed by Weise in
thirteenth place with a time of 19:35.
Both women earned all-conference
honors, while the women’s team as
a whole finished in sixth place Only
Marker earned a national-qualifying
spot and will represent the women’s
team next week. Following the
national meet, the women will

graduate three seniors.
For the men they participate in an
8k which is just short of give miles, the
team was led up front by senior Ian
Wiersama, closely followed by seniors
Levi Cross and Dawson Jacobsma.
All five scorers for the men’s team
were seniors. However, Wiersma
alone earned a national-qualifying
and all-conference spot, crossing
the finish line in eighth place with
a time of 26:40. Overall, the men’s
team finished in third place in the
GPAC. They will say farewell to eight
seniors this year, seven of which have
competed for the Red Raider cross
country team the past four years.
When asked about the races overall,
Bahrke said, “We had two exciting
races, and I felt that our Raiders left
everything they had on the course. I
am very happy for both Morgan and
Ian and am glad those two seniors get

PHOTO BY WILLIAM MINNICK
The Raider men line up ready to begin their GPAC meet.

to compete at nationals next week.”
Both the Dordt men’s and women’s
teams took the conference title and
will be represented as a team at
NAIA nationals. Hastings women’s

team will also be fully represented in
Vancouver. The races are on Nov. 19
at 10:30 a.m. for the men and 11:30
a.m. for the women.

Raiders football fall in rivalry match against Morningside
FIRST FOOTBALL
LOSS OF THE YEAR
CAROLINE VAN BERKUM
MATHEMATICS
Last Saturday, the Red Raiders
football team took the field
while facing the Morningside
Mustangs for the first time since
last spring. After a tough battle,
the Red Raiders eventually fell
to the Mustangs in a game that
ended 49-55. The game, however,
was a battle of the offenses.
The first to put points on the
scoreboard was the Raiders,
with a field goal by sophomore
Eli Stader to make the score
3-0. Soon after, the Mustangs
answered with a touchdown to
make the score 3-7.

Northwestern

and

Morningside would trade off

after a 41-yard touchdown pass
from Kooima to Anderson.

the lead for the rest of the game.

The Raiders lead at half with

Fifth-year senior Tyson Kooima,

a score of 26-24, and spirits were

connected

Blake

high. However, the Mustangs

Anderson, on a touchdown

still had a chip on their shoulder

pass to make the score 10-7 but

from last spring, and they

Morningside surged ahead to

outscored the Raiders in the

10-21 after two touchdowns were

third quarter 7-10. Although NW

made back-to-back.

tried to retaliate in the fourth

Spectators

to

junior

witnessed

quarter, the Mustangs held onto

Morningside take the offensive

their lead, and eventually came

on the one-yard line, before

out on top. This was the first

the ball was intercepted and a

time the teams had met since

holding in the endzone call on

last spring when the Raiders

the Mustangs gave NW two

beat the undefeated Mustangs

more points on the board. For a

in the semi-finals of the national

while, the Raiders continuously

tournament, sending the back-

chipped away at Morningside’s

to-back defending champions

lead by making the score 19-21

home without a trophy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
NW defense ready to stop the strong Mustang offense in hard fought battle.

Senior Noah Van’t Hof says,

Senior Cade Moser said, “It

The Raiders will play again

“We knew they were going to

was not the outcome we wanted,

Saturday, Nov. 13 in Sioux City

come to play, because that’s

but we know we played a good,

versus the Briar Cliff Chargers.

what they always do.” Van’t Hof

clean game. This rivalry runs

This will be the last regular

led the Raider defense with 11

deep, and we hope to see them

season game, and kick off is set

tackles on the day.

again in the post season.”

for 1 p.m.
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I-Club hosts annual Coffee House
STUDENTS SHOWCASE THEIR
TALENTS AT I-CLUB EVENT
JILLIAN SIMON

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Aaron Eckmann
Co-Editor/Copy Editor

The Intercultural Club’s annual Coffee House

Noelle Philippi

was held this past Friday, Nov. 5. Coffee House is

Co-Editor

one of I-Club’s most well-known and anticipated

Madie Harre

events. It is held so that students can showcase

Arts & Culture Editor

their talents and gifts. Performances range from

Camber Herrig

dancing and singing to Kahoot quizzes about
different cultures.

Features Editor

Junior Elizabeth Olsen said, “The highlight

Caleb Arnett

of Coffee House for me was being able to watch

Opinions Editor

everyone show off their skills and talents that they

Katie Jacob

might not get to showcase elsewhere. Each of the

Sports Editor

performers seemed in their element and that was

Emily Berggren

very cool to experience.”

News Editor

PHOTO BY PRATIK PAUDEL
Students from Dordt and Northwestern gathered to watch their peers perform and learn more about
different cultures.

Olsen was one of about 110 students that attended

Jadeyn Veltkamp

I-Club’s Coffee House this year, more than double

Photo Editor

last year’s numbers. An increasing factor was the

Riley Rasmussen
Advertising Manager

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Riley Rasmussen at
riley.rasmussen@
nwciowa.edu.

and American students.”

our international students, anyone can be involved.

fact that Dordt students were back in attendance

One particular way this was showcased at Coffee

One upcoming event to be on the lookout for is

this year, not only watching but also sharing their

House was the celebration of Diwali, led by Nepali

the Cultural Fair, returning to campus this spring.

talents.

students Pratik Paudel and Sonu Gupta. Diwali is

Li said, “This is a time when the community

I-Club president, Lisa Li, explained that Coffee

the Festival of Lights, a celebration and tradition

is involved as well. In this event, international

House used to have performances from Dordt

in Nepal. Students were able to learn more about

students are able to show part of their culture by

students in the past, but did not last year due to

Diwali and Nepali culture through a presentation

cooking something from their home country or

COVID-19. Thankfully, I-Club was excited to bring

shared by Paudel and Gupta.

dressing up with traditional clothes.”

back Dordt students this year, truly embodying the
goal of the club.

Northwestern students that are interested in

I-Club hosts many great events like the Cultural

learning more about other international cultures

Fair and Coffee House, creating fun and education

Li said, “We create events in order to connect

are encouraged to look into being involved with

on NW’s campus. If you are interested in I-Club

with other students and share different cultures.

I-Club and the work they are doing on campus.

and what they are doing, contact Li to be added to

Our goal is to bridge the gap between international

President Li shares that although I-Club is run by

the email list.

Northwestern campus gains ice skating rink

SAC ADDS NEW
AMENITY
ZOE HEEMSTRA
BUSINESS ADMIN

Student

Government

west end of the green, was

president,

Whitney

provided by SGA, and they

Erickson, is excited about

also

met

this addition to campus.

Dining

with

Creative

Ser vices

to

She describes the ice rink

improve students’ dining

campus

as a fun activity option

experience.

is gaining a new amenity

for students and explains

this winter. Ryan McEwen

that this adds an option

already

and the maintenance team

of something to do in

for

are constructing an ice rink

the cold winter months.

semester. Keep an eye out

in the grass area between

By using the cold to our

for more mental health

the DeWitt Family Science

advantage, the ice rink is

advocation, water fillers in

Center and Stegenga Hall.

a fun and wholesome way

the residence halls, more

This outdoor facility will

for students to get outside

recycling bins and maybe

take advantage of the long

during the winter.

even a crosswalk by the

Northwestern’s

Iowa winter months and

Julie

Elliot,

vice

In addition, there are
several

plans

advancements

next

soccer fields.

will be open for the NW

president for student life,

As the latest of these

students to enjoy.

has played a major role

great ideas, the ice rink

in putting this plan into

is being built in hopes

action.

of extending the amount

The rink is scheduled
to

be

completed

by

December. The college will

Erickson said, “We are

not provide ice skates, but

grateful for her great ideas

outdoors

students can go skating in

and execution skills when

throughout the year.

whatever

it comes to new additions

footwear

they

can find. Similar to how
quickly the ice rink was

like this on campus.”
The

ice

rink

is

of

time

students
on

spend
campus

Speaking for all of SGA
and student life, Erickson

just

said, “We are so excited for

many

this new addition, and we

new features the student

have a feeling it will be a

life office and SGA have

big hit with students.”

constructed this fall, it will

one

come down at the end of
winter and return to grass,
only to be put up again by

added

campus

Find some ice skates,

the time next winter rolls

this year. The hammock

grab a friend and go stand

around.

haven,

out on the ice this winter.

example

to

our

located

of

on

the

PHOTO BY ZOE HEEMSTRA
The new ice rink will be set up between the DeWitt Family Science Center and Stegenga Hall.

